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Abstract
The National Writing System Act also known as the House Bill no. 1022 authored by
Leopoldo Bataoil (2018), seeks to declare Baybayin as the Philippines’ national writing
system, generating greater awareness on the plight of Baybayin and foster wider appreciation
on its importance and beauty. The researchers of the study surveyed 167 students under
Humanities and Social Sciences from Silay Institute. The findings of the study regarding the
perception of the respondents about Baybayin are as follows: a mean score of 3.89 which is
interpreted as high in using Baybayin academically. Moreover, when used in the society it got
a mean score of 3.82 which is also interpreted as high. The researchers based the results from
the p value or significant level in interpreting the data from ANOVA. The results show that
there is no significant difference in the perception of the respondents in using academically
when taken as a whole and according to sex and grade level, as well as, when use of the
society when taken as a whole or according to sex. However, there is a significant difference
when Baybayin is used in the society according to grade level.
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1.

Introduction

Baybayin, the pre-colonial ancient writing script of the Philippines. The term “baybay” literally means to
spell in Tagalog. Baybayin has been of significant importance to the culture and heritage of the Philippines for
centuries (Bayani Art, 2019). Today, there is a great deal of interest in the revitalization of Baybayin. In some
ways, Baybayin has been reclaimed as a symbol of Filipino national identity (Bielenberg, 2018). Once confined
to history classes, baybayin is making a comeback among the Philippines’ millennials. Online clips of
calligraphy and digital fonts for Baybayin have caught the digital generation, and now it appears on everything
from tattoos and T-shirts to mobile apps (France-Presse, 2019). According to Woods (2012), despite the attention
given to Baybayin these past few years, its uses are still limited. Most people do not find it helpful as a writing
system but as a symbol of connections to the past. This can prove that Baybayin is often used in trademarks,
logos, and designs for t-shirts, tattoos, and other forms of art aesthetics. Although seen in various settings, there
appears to be confusion and general ignorance about this system of writing as system of writing. In this study,
the researchers wanted to know if the Senior High School students of Silay Institute are well-aware of Baybayin
as one of the indigenous writing systems. The researchers also wanted to address the issue of including baybayin
as one of the Philippine writing systems based on the opinions and perceptions of the students taking up the
Humanities and Social Sciences strand.
1.1 Statement of the Problem
The study intends to determine the students' perception of the Humanities and Social Sciences strand in the
inclusion of Baybayin as one of the national writing systems of the Philippines. Notably, this targets to answer
the following questions:

2.



What are the profiles of the respondents in terms of Sex and Grade level?



What is the perception of the students in the inclusion of Baybayin as one of the national writing systems
of the Philippines in terms of academic use and societal use?



Is there a significant difference in the students' overall perception of Baybayin when taken as a whole or
grouped according to their profiles?

Methodology

This study utilized the descriptive method conducted in a private school within Silay City. The survey
respondents are the Humanities and Social Sciences strand with a total population of 287 students composed of
147 students from Grade 11 and 140 from Grade 12. The researchers prepared a survey questionnaire in
collecting the data, which was checked and validated. The questionnaire contains ten (10) questions categorized
according to the variables, namely: academic and societal. The respondents were given a choice to rate the
attributes of their preferences according to the following scale:
Table 1
Instrument of the Study
Numerical Scale
5
4
3
2
1

66

Verbal Interpretation
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
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3.

Results and discussion

The first objective of this study is to determine the profile of the respondents in terms of sex and grade level.
The needed data were collected using the survey questionnaire administered to the 167 respondents in line with
this objective. The number of respondents was determined using a random sampling technique with the help of
Slovin’s method with a 5% margin error in the population of 287. The data were analyzed using the frequency
distribution. The following section provides an overview of the demographic factors of the respondents.
Table 2
Frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents according to sex and grade level
Category
a. Entire Group
b. Sex
c. Grade Level

Male
Female
Grade 11
Grade 12

F
167
39
128
87
80

%
100
23
77
52
48

Table 2 shows the frequency and percentage that determines the total number of participants of the study
when taken according to sex. The total number of males is 39 participants which is 23.4% of the total population
while the number of females comprises 128 which is 76.6% of the population. This implies that the students who
are females are more likely to engage themselves academically. This further support the study of Lietaert et al.
(2015). It states that male students are generally have higher dropouts rates, low grades and show lower
engagement.
Table 3
Perception According to Academic Use
Grouping Variables
Academic Use
1. Schools should enforce Baybayin as a writing system that Filipinos should learn starting
in their primary education.
2. Schools and other educational institutions should be able to provide reading materials
about Baybayin to increase awareness.
3. Schools should include Baybayin as a separate subject in secondary education.
4. Baybayin should be used as a medium in writing academic papers.
5. Baybayin should be used as a medium in translating Philippine Literature.

Mean
3.89
4.09

SD
0.70
0.86

Interpretation
High
High

4.30

0.83

Very High

3.71
3.51
3.83

1.01
0.97
0.99

High
High
High

The results imply that the students from the HumSS strand agree with the implementation of Baybayin in
the academic field. The highest score taken from the results is that schools can provide scripts containing the
Baybayin writing system. The lowest score taken is that Baybayin should be used as a medium in academic
writing, such as writing the thesis, etc.
Table 4
Perception According to Societal Use
Grouping Variables
Societal Use
1. Manufacturers of locally produced products must include Baybayin scripts and their
translation on the containers or labels.
2. Public service establishments such as hospitals, fire and police stations and community
centers must include appropriate Baybayin script in their signage.
3. Street signages must have Bayabyin scripts and their translations.
4. Newspaper and magazine publishers should help promote Baybayin as their medium in
writing.
5. Baybayin scripts should be used in mass media platforms such as televisions, social media
sites, etc.

Mean
3.82
3.86

SD
0.84
0.94

Interpretation
High
High

3.69

1.01

High

3.78
3.95

1.09
0.99

High
High

3.81

0.99

High

The results imply that the students from the HUMSS strand agree with the implementation of Baybayin in
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society. The highest score taken from the results is that newspapers and magazines should be able to provide
texts that contain the Baybayin script as their medium, while the lowest score taken is that the Baybayin script
should be used as a medium of text as signages of public service establishments such as hospitals, fire and police
stations.
Table 5
ANOVA Results for groups when taken as a whole or according to sex for academic use.
ANOVA
Source of Variation
Between Groups
Within Groups
Total

SS
0.008402
1.350234
1.358636

df
2
12
14

MS
0.004201
0.112519

F
0.037335

p-value
0.963464

Interpretation
Not Significant

Table 5 presents the ANOVA result in the students' overall perception of Baybayin when taken as a whole or
grouped according to sex for academic use. It is Interpreted as not significant because of its p-value of 0.96. The
data shows no difference between the perception of females and males or when taken as a whole regarding their
perception of Baybayin.

Figure 1. Comparison of the differences in mean scores.
The figure above illustrates the comparison between the groups' mean scores in the first ANOVA test. In
terms of the respondents' perception of Baybayin's academic uses, as a whole, they have a mean score of 3.89,
females a mean score of 3.90, and males have a mean score of 3.85, which implies that there is a high level of
agreement between the statements in the questionnaire.
Table 6
ANOVA Results for groups when taken as a whole or according to grade level for academic use.
ANOVA
Source of Variation
Between Groups
Within Groups
Total

SS
0.147206
1.222624
1.36983

df
2
12
14

MS
0.73603
0.101885

F
0.722412

p-value
0.505542

Interpretation
Not Significant

Table 6 presents the ANOVA result in the students' overall perception of Baybayin; when taken as a whole
or grouped according to grade level for academic use was interpreted as not significant because of its p-value of
0.51. The data shows that the respondents agree with their perception of using Baybayin in the field of
academics.
The next figure illustrates the comparison between the groups' mean scores in the second ANOVA test. In
terms of the respondents' perception of Baybayin's academic use, as a whole, they have a mean score of 3.89,
Grade 11 a mean score of 3.78, and Grade 12 have a mean score of 4.02 which implies that there is a high level
of agreement between the statements in the questionnaire.
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Figure 2. Comparison of the differences of mean scores
Table 7
ANOVA Results for groups when taken as a whole or according to sex for societal use.
ANOVA
Source of Variation
Between Groups
Within Groups
Total

SS
0.063331
0.189796
0.253127

df
2
12
14

MS
0.031666
0.015816

F
2.002078

p-value
0.177701

Interpretation
Not Significant

Table 7 presents the ANOVA result in the students' overall perception of Baybayin when taken as a whole or
grouped according to sex for societal use. It was interpreted as not significant because of its p-value of 0.18. The
data shows that the respondents agree with their perception of using Baybayin in society.

Figure 3. Comparison of the differences of mean scores
The figure above illustrates the comparison between the groups' mean scores in the third ANOVA test. In
terms of the respondents' perception of Baybayin's societal use, as a whole, they have a mean score of 3.82,
males a mean score of 3.70, and females have a mean score of 3.85, which implies that there is a high level of
agreement between the statements in the questionnaire.
Table 8
ANOVA Results for groups when taken as whole or according to grade level for societal use.
ANOVA
Source of Variation
Between Groups
Within Groups
Total

SS
0.400062
0.129466
0.529528

df
2
12
14

MS
0.200031
0.010789

F
18.54055

p-value
0.000214

Interpretation
Significant

Table 8 presents the ANOVA result in the students' overall perception of Baybayin when taken as a whole or
grouped according to grade level for societal use was interpreted as significant because of its p-value of 0.002.
The data shows that the respondents disagree with their perception of using Baybayin in society.
The next figure illustrates the comparison between the groups' mean scores in the last ANOVA test. In terms
of the respondents' perception of Baybayin's societal use, as a whole, they have a mean score of 3.82, Grade 11 a
mean score of 3.62, and Grade 12 have a mean score of 4.03 which implies that there is a high level of
agreement between the statements in the questionnaire, but there is a significant difference between the means of
the groups.
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Figure 4. Comparison of the differences of mean scores
4.

Conclusions

The researchers concluded that there is a difference in the Grade 11 and 12 desire to use Baybayin in society.
Grade 12 is more enthusiastic about using Baybayin as a medium of writing found in community signages,
product labels, etc. The respondents agree that Baybayin should be prominently used in general by society.
5.
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